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DMSP is a sulphur molecule produced in large
concentration by corals and is known to be an
antioxidant, an important signal molecule, and major
source of sulphur for bacteria. Marine bacteria are
capable of degrading DMSP into a sulphurous gas
called dimethylsulfide (DMS) which is involved in
cloud formation and local-climate regulation.

Production and fate of
dimethylsulfoniopropionate (DMSP) in reefbuilding corals and its integral role in coral
health

Jean-Baptiste’s research identified that DMSPdegrading bacteria are highly abundant in corals. His
work contributes to improve our understanding of the
complex microbial symbioses guaranteeing the health
of reef-building corals.

Jean-Baptiste completed his bachelor degree
in Marseille, south of France, before moving to
Townsville to study marine biology. His PhD built on
his Masters degree on coral-associated bacteria.
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